THE EVOLUTION OF A REVOLT

tion the enemy fired off.    Our victory lay not in

battles, but in occupying square miles of country.

Napoleon had said it was rare to find generals

willing to fight battles.    The curse of this war

was that so few could do anything else.    Napoleon

had spoken in angry reaction against the excessive

finesse of the eighteenth century, yhen men almost

forgot that war gave licence to murder.   We had

been swinging out on his dictum for a hundred

years, and it was time to go back a bit again.

Battles are impositions on the side which believes

itself weaker, made unavoidable either by lack of

land-room, or by the need to defend a material

property dearer than the lives of soldiers.   We

had nothing material to lose, so we were to defend

nothing  and  to   shoot  nothing.   The  precious

element of our forces were the Beduin irregulars,

and not the regulars whose role would only be to

occupy places to which the irregulars had already

given access.    Our cards were speed and time,

not hitting power, and these gave us strategical

rather than tactical strength.    Range is more to

strategy than force.    The invention of bully-beef

has modified land-war more profoundly than the

invention of gunpowder,

My chiefs did not follow all these arguments,
but gave me leave to try my hand after my own
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